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Sustainable Planning: Ranges, 
Installations and Communities
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What is Really Important Today?

• Installations/bases need assistance to 
engage their neighboring communities to 
protect future test and training opportunities

• Collaborative web tools can help military 
installation/base and community planning 
teams work together to solve problems
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PONDS
Proactive Options with Neighbors for Defense 

installation Sustainability

•Legislative authorities & actions

•Relevant national, regional and 
local data sources

•Case studies, lessons learned 
from partnering actions

•Expert resources

•Mitigation guidance

•Programs (JLUS, etc)

Installation
Community
Partnering

Installation
Community
Partnering

http://ff.cecer.army.mil/ponds/home.htm
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PONDS

•Search Database
•Requirements
•Land Use Initiatives
•Organizations & 
Agencies
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Search PONDS Database

Search by:
•All/Military/Non-Military
•Regions
•State
•Study Type
•Topics
•Stakeholders
•Mitigation Strategies



Engineer Research and Development Center
US Army Corps
of Engineers

Searched on “Guidelines” and Topic = “Sprawl”

PONDS Search Results
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Searched on “Colorado” and Study Type = “Case Study”

PONDS Search Results
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Fort Future Website

https://ff.cecer.army.mil/ff/home.do

https://ff.cecer.army.mil/ff/home.do
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SERM Website on EKO

https://eko.usace.army.mil/fa/serm/

https://eko.usace.army.mil/fa/serm/


Resource Map:
State Initiatives Supporting Military 
Range Sustainability



Resource Map
• Part of the Overall OSD 

Sustainable Ranges Initiative
• Includes Actions with a State 

Focus
• Bills, Executive Orders, etc. 
• Actions as of August 2004 –
in the process of being 
updated

• Over 200 Items Collected
• Links to full texts of bills, reports, 

Governors’ and legislatures’
websites



Resource Map
• Divided by State and into 9 categories:

State Military Committees
Enhanced Planning Communication & 
Notification
Enhanced Disclosure
Enhanced Planning or Zoning Restrictions
Money for Administration
Allocation of Resources (Money)
Studies
Open Space/Conservation Money
Miscellaneous



https://www.denix.osd.mil/denix/Public/Library/Sustain/Ranges/StateLeg/stateleg.html



Resource Map:Resource Map:

State Initiatives 
Supporting

Military Range 
Sustainability

Available:
www.denix.osd.mil/SustainableRanges



Range Commanders Council 
Sustainability Group



RCC Mission & Purpose

• Mission of the Range Commanders Council 
(RCC) is to serve “the technical and operational 
needs of U.S. test, training, and operational 
ranges.”

• The Sustainability Group (SG), founded in 
2000, is one of many RCC workgroups. 
– Focus on outreach, land use, urban sprawl and 

other sustainability areas (i.e. air– and sea- space). 



• Prepared by the RCC 
SG

• Purpose = 
– Provide Commanders                                

information regarding the 
community

• Effective stakeholder 
involvement is key

• Brief document

Commander’s Guide to Community Involvement

Available : 
http://www.jcte.jcs.mil/RCC/manuals/Commanders_Guide/CG_comminvolv.pdf



Best Practices and Lessons Learned

Range Commanders 
Council (RCC) Sustainability 
Group (SG) initiated this 
effort to:

• Provide Cross-sharing of 
information

• Provide POC information 
for follow-up

• Increase the military’s tool 
box

• Increase awareness of 
potential 
sustainability/encroachment 
issues 

http://www.jcte.jcs.mil/RCC/manuals/Commanders_Guide/CG_bestpractices.pdf



Input ReceivedInput Received: (: (Partial Listing)

• Army Northern Regional Environment Office 

• Edwards AFB • Hill AFB • Luke AFB •

• Eglin AFB • MCAS Yuma • Nellis AFB •

• MCAS Cherry Point • Elmendorf AFB •

• Navy Region Southwest (DoD REC IX)

• Fort Bragg • NAVAIR Patuxent River •

• MCAS Barstow • Pacific Missile Range Facility

• Jefferson Range • Airburst Range •

• Southern California Range Complex •

• Utah Test & Training Range • 45th Space Wing

• Naval Air Warfare Center, Patuxent River •

• Western Maneuver Riverine Range

• White Sands •



• Outreach • Airspace Protection •
• Consultation Methods • Military Forums •
• Proven Methods to Work with the Community •
• Range Management • Deed Restrictions •
• Range, Avigation and Operations Disclosure •
• Easements • Encroachment Team •
• Spectrum Encroachment • State Legislation •
• White Space • Zoning Ordinances •

Best Practices and Lessons Learned Cover a Best Practices and Lessons Learned Cover a 
Variety of Issues Including:Variety of Issues Including:



Overview of State Legislative & 
Administrative Actions

• Purpose: Provide the 
military an analysis of 
state legislative and 
administrative 
information available 
on the Denix website 

• All references to a 
particular state were 
removed

http://www.jcte.jcs.mil/RCC/manuals/Commanders_Guide/CG_overview.pdf
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Needs

• Military needs to continue efforts to work 
collaboratively at the local, state and regional 
levels.

• Need for additional resources to integrate 
information.

• Some military websites that are available to 
the public need to be more user friendly.

• With increased weapons footprint, need to 
provide information to a larger community.
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In Sum

• Collaborative Web assets enable the military 
to obtain needed information.  
– Builds upon existing research and reports.
– Provides consistent messages.
– Advances efforts for all.
– Helps to implement best practices nationally.

• Collaborative Web assets help provide local, 
state and regional entities with the 
information needed to make informed 
decisions.
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